The title of 'Meniere's Disease: A Comprehensive Appraisal' is hardly appropriate as there is only passing reference to the medical management. Since 80% of patients can be managed without surgery, this seems to be a significant omission. This book will be of particular interest to research workers but also to otologists and neurootologists as a good review of the complex and baffling problem of aural vertigo. Press 1983 Professors Martini and James are the doyens of endocrinological editing and have dozens of books to their credit. The latest one has many of the typical strengths: an excellent selection of authors of international repute; an effective marriage of basic studies and clinical relevance; and a well edited text. As its title indicates, the book covers not only fetal endocrinology (neuroendocrinology, thyroid, sexual differentiation, adrenal hyperplasia) but also metabolism in pregnancy and the role of the placenta. The outstanding chapter on sexual differentiation by Imperato-McGinley is, for me, the best of a good bunch. I have two complaints. It is a pity that volume 4 of this particular series (The Endocrinology of Pregnancy and Parturition) came out separately so that neither volume is complete in itself. Secondly, the index is very poor, consisting of main headings only, which could be identified by flipping through the chapters; there is none of the fine detail one would expect in a reference work of this calibre. The chemotherapy of tumours of the female genital tract has changed a good deal in the last five years and a book on the subject is needed for the guidance of surgeons, radiotherapists and medical oncologists. This volume sets out to fill that need and to a great extent it succeeds. Chapters of particular usefulness are those on design and analysis of clinical trials, carcinoma of the cervix and chemotherapy of some rare tumours such as the fallopian tube cancer, sarcomas and gestational trophoblastic tumours. As is inevitable in a multiauthor volume, some chapters are not so good: that on the management of germ cell tumours apparently merits only two pages and seven references, despite the fact that these lesions are probably curable in 80% of cases. Unfortunately, the chapter on treatment of the common epithelial cancers is long and complicated so that clear guidance for the inexperienced is lacking. Lastly, there are several errors in a chapter on the management of therapeutic toxicity; for example, pulmonary toxicity with bleomycin cannot be accurately forecast by doing lung function studies and there is no evidence that hearing loss due to cisplatin is reversible following discontinuation of the drug. References are on .the whole good, but some chapters have no references after 1979 while others include 1983. Also, almost all are from American journals. This book should be available to any unit with a large gynaecological oncology practice. In recent years nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) has become widely applied in the biological and medical sciences. Clinical trials of magnetic resonance imaging have revealed its enormous potential in the diagnosis of a wide range of pathological conditions throughout the body, and the noninvasive studies of biochemistry by NMR spectroscopy are beginning to contribute to our understanding of disease at the molecular level. This book will give the reader an introduction to the conceptual framework underlying these developments and an insight into current progress in these areas. There is a very useful section discussing the biophysical basis of the signals observed during imaging which provide the essential link in understanding the complexities associated with attempts to characterize abnormal tissues by studying cross-sectional NMR images. There is a brief review of magnetic resonance imaging which relates to experience gained on a locally designed instrument, and emphasizes the value of abstracting numerical data from the NMR signal in an attempt to define diagnosis. The author and other contributors are to be congratulated on putting together a comprehensive review of a rapidly growing field and, in the soft-cover edition, the price is moderate by today's standards.
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